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WHAT' S | N A NAME?

In Shoreham we have prine exanples of a popular
American pastine - nane changing. Not only have the street
names all been changed, but the area has had a bew | dering
nunber of nanmes during the relatively brief span of its
settl ement and devel opnent.

The first nanme, as nentioned wearlier, was "Long
Chestnuts". This was followed by "Skidnmore's Landing", then
in succession by "Swezey's Landing", "Wodville", "Wodville
Landi ng", "Wbodvill e Farns", " Shor eham Beach",
"War dencl yffe", "Cak Ridge" and finally "Shorehant
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Not one of the roads in the Od Village retains its
original. name; sone have had their nanes changed tw ce
El sewhere the street nanmes have hel d, except for Ashley Lane
which, at the turn of the century was called "New Road"
Whodville Road, still sonmetines called "Wodville Landing
Koad", was formerly "Swezey's Landing Road". The original
street nanmes in the dd Village were assigned by the
devel oper, the Cak Ri dge Conpany.

In July of 1927, the Trustees of the wl |age decreed
that the then prevailing street names were "significarit to
not hing connected with the history or developnent of the
community”, and proceeded to change them all. Sonme of the
new names assigned in 1927 were again changed in | ater years
to acconmobdate changing times and to honor prom nent
citizens.

Thonpson Street was originally "Canpbell Street". The
former nanme was that of an early abutting owner; the new
name that of an early owner of the Mdigan property. Since
nei ther Canpbell nor Thonpson was a resident in 1927, the
reason behind this change is not apparent. Although not
menorialized on any map or street sign, the mnutes of a
"trustees' neeting in 1947 record their vote to change the
name of the portion of Thonpson Street Iying west of
Tagl i abue Road to "Finale": a bit of whinsy to honor Ms.
Fl orence Finn, a fornmer owner of the Madi gan property.

Wardencliff Road and Beach Lane originally conprised
"Flint Street”; the derivation of the early nanme i s unknown.
Wardencliff honors one of the early famlies of the Vill age.

Tagl i abue Road was fornerly known as "Perkins Street
the old nane being of wunascertained origin. The new nane
honored Charles J. Tagliabue, a promnent figure in the
early days of the Vill age.

Fitzgerald Road was formerly "Walker Street”; again,
the origin of the old nanme is unknown.
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The present nanme honors a long-tinme resident who lived in
the house where the Mc Cabes are today. Oficially the new
name was Fitzgerald "Street", but "Road" found nore popul ar
accept ance.

Sturgis Road was originally "Holton Road", the old nanme
honoring the developer's chief architect. The new nane
honors Dr. Sturgis, a fornmer owner of the Beatty Sr.

property.

Overhill Road was originally "Oak Ridge Road". Qdiver
Road was originally Oak Lane; between those nanes it was
called "Oak Road". The present name honors E. W diver,
anot her prom nent citizen.

The nost conplex nane-changing situation has been
reserved for last. Gidley Road, Barnhart Place and Prospect
Street were originally nanmed, <collectively, as "Barton
Road", honoring one of the developer's construction
engi neers and contractors. Prior to acquiring the present
name, Barnhart Place was known as Hi gh Street under the 1927
resolutions. The present nanme was adopted in 1975 to honor
Al bert W Barnhart, for many years mayor of the Village. The
old name "Gidley Road" honors an old-tinme resident who
owned lands on the south side of +the street between
Wardencliff and Tagliabue. The short stretch of Prospect
bet ween Tagliabue Road and Barnhart Place was apparently
regarded as a portion of old Barton Road, although the |ogic
of such a circunmstance is far from obvi ous.
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