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ROADS AND | NCORPORATI ON

By 1913 the need for a street inprovenent program was
obvious to all. concerned. it is not clear just when or by
whom the first significant step in that direction was taken,
but apparently in the sumrer of that year, the 'Town was
persuaded to concrete Wodville Road. At the sane tine
Robert Smith, an engineering contractor who then owned the
John Bel | port house on Tagli abue Road, and whose work in the
Huntington area had given him prior experience with the
potentials of concrete, got together with A 0. Smth, a
former owner of the A Barnhart house, and between them were

(continues on next page)


Mimi
Text Box
(continues on next page)


* 22*

instrunmental in inducing the Town to undertake the work

probably on an experinmental basis. At about the sanme tineg,
several of the nore affluent property owners in the northern
reaches of the Ad Village banded together to concrete the
roads in their vicinity, which are now known as Gidley
Road, Barnhart Place, Tagliabue Road and Thonpson Street. It
is not clear whether all the work was privately financed or
whet her the Town absorbed sone part of the cost.

In any event, the work was undertaken and a gang of
| aborers from Italy, Sicily and Sardinia appeared on the
scene to build the roads with the relatively crude machi nery
avai lable in those days. After conpleting the work, many of
them remained in the area and found enploynment that would
take care of them and their famlies. Many of their
descendents continue to |ive hereabouts. Incidental to the
buil ding of those first streets, we also had our first storm
drain. It was only a short drain, running fromthe | ow point
in Gidley Road a short distance to the north and west of
Village Building #2 and the west parking | ot.

What about the rest of the roads in the AOd Village?
The work on Wodville Road and the northerly streets was
inpressive, and a clanor arose to have the rest of the
streets simlarly inproved. Unfortunately, it seened that
the Town felt it had | ent enough assistance, and ot her neans
for financing the inprovenents had to be devised. The answer
turned out to be sinple: incorporate, and thereby create a
muni ci pal authority which, through its power to tax, would
have the credit standing necessary for the borrowi ng of the
needed funds.

In the sumrer of 1913, the initial steps to incorporate
were taken, and at an election held Septenber 6, the
proposal to incorporate the Village was approved. On Cctober
4, 1913, the first village officers were elected: a
President, two Trustees, a Treasurer, and a Tax Collector.
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A conplete list of the principal officers from 1913 to date
appears in |later pages of this history.

Some of the older reports on Shorehamis history
intimate that the purpose of incorporation was to be
“exclusive". Your historian takes exception to this version
and expresses the view that the real purpose of that action
was to provide the Village with the streets it so
desperat el y needed.

Consi dering the cost of road construction today it may
come as a surprise to note how little our roads cost when
first built. In 1913-14, an expenditure of $500 was all that
was needed to extend the stormdrain south from Gidl ey Road
to Sturgis Road, and an $18, 000 bond issue sufficed to pave
the remaining streets. W nmay note, however, that the
concreting of Beach Lane was financed out of current funds.
The storm drain under the Siegel and Spier properties, and
the stormdrain extension from Sturgis Road to Overhill Road
were |ikew se financed out of current funds.
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