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THE ENERGY CRUNCH

On March 11, 1909 the Town granted the North Shore
Electric Light and Power Conpany a franchise to supply
electricity in the Shoreham area. In 1910 that conpany nmade
application to the Public Service Commi ssion for authority
to inplenent the franchise but was turned down. Early in
1911 it renewed it application, which was granted. However
there was a second power conpany - Port Jefferson Electric
Li ght Conpany - which was also interested in a franchise.
Apparently North Shore Electric did not immediately extend
its service into Shoreham and it seens that in the interim
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sonmeone had given Port Jefferson Electric a franchise. There
ensued a period of doubt as to which of the conpani es shoul d
cover the Village's requirenents, but service was
established in 1914. Unfortunately there was considerable
trouble with the early wires due to falling trees and
branches, and after a severe thunderstormin July of 1915,
an elderly gentleman (ironically a relative-in-law of Lee De
Forest) was el ectrocuted in consequence of touching a downed
live wire on Wardencliff Road north of Gidley Road.

Shortly after electricity came in - we also had
tel ephone service. The first exchange was |ocated in the
smal | house still standing on Whodville Road opposite Ashley
Lane . The sw tchboard was nmanned (today we woul d probably
say 1'wonaned") by Mss Overton. The first phones were of
the sort that had to be hand-cranked to get through to the
operator. In humd sumer nonths the service was precarious
because the nmagnetic "drop indicators" on the central
switchboard failed to function, and one could ring all day
wi thout contacting "central”. Nevertheless, the system was
not wthout it conpensating benefits: the subscribers to
tel ephone service were so few at the outset that Mss
Overton nenorized all the |Iocal nunbers, and you could pl ace
a call by nane instead of by nunber.

The electric conpany - the tel ephone conpany the water
conpany - the iceman - the garbage collector the stage coach
- the railroad: those were the utilities of the clay . Their
total energy requirements for the entire sunmer season were
probably | ess than what is needed to feed today's autonobile
popul ation for twenty-four hours.
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