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COM NG OF AGE

Having survived the birthpangs of incorporation and
the building of concrete roads, the Village fell victimto
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the severe epidemic of polionyelitis which struck in
the summer of 1916. Activities ground to a halt. El aborate
preventive neasures were adopted: <children under sixteen
years of age were quarantined for twenty-one days after
their arrival in the Village, and also were required to have
a health clearance certificate from the communities whence
they cane. Even these neasures did not control the problem
and sone children contracted the disease - sone seriously
but none fatally. By md-August even sterner neasures were
adopted: children were prohibited from going to the store,
attending church or parties, congregating on the beach or
| eaving the confines of the Village. Wth the advent of
cool er weather the disease subsided and the controls were
lifted.

1917 marked the Country's entry into Wrld War 1. That
year and the followi ng constituted a period of marking tine,
al though ripples of excitenment arose on runors that Gernman
submarines were operating in the Sound. Wth the signing of
the Armistice in Novenber of 1918, the Village resuned its
progress and significant steps in its devel opnent cane thick
and fast.

A spectacle long renenbered in Shoreham and perhaps
long regretted in Port Jefferson, was the visit of the
Atlantic Fleet to Long Island Sound at about the tinme of the
War. Battleships, heavy and light cruisers, torpedo boats,
destroyers, submarines, supply ships and colliers (coal was
a principal fuel of the tinmes) steamed up the Sound,
depl oyed and anchored, with Port Jefferson as the chief port
of entry for the visit. During a few turbul ent weeks of that
sumer, thousands of "bluejackets"” shuttled back and forth
bet ween their ships and such of the delights ashore as Port
Jefferson was able to provide. From Shorehamis bluffs one
could I ook out on an unbroken dimline of great gray ships
and the welter of launches and small boats, ferrying
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crews and supplies from ship to ship and between the ships
and the shore.

Anot her nenorable event in the Village's |life occurred
early one norning not long after the Fourth of July in 1919,
when the British dirigible R34 passed over Shoreham on the
last leg of the first transatlantic passage by a
lighter-than-air craft which had originated in Scotland on
July 2. Although larger dirigibles would be built in the
years to follow, the old R34 was i ndeed an inpressive sight
as it flew noiselessly and ngjestically over Shorehamon its
way to M neol a.

Just about the tine the Village was getting organi zed,
a group of public-mnded sumer residents founded the
Shor eham Country C ub. The first clubhouse was the old but
solid Loc, Cabin which stood just South O the present
cl ubhouse; in fact, it would nearly touch the southwest
corner of the present building had it not been taken down at
a later date. Little thought was given to youth activities
at the outset; the Log Cabin was a haven of refuge for the
ol der residents. There was a gqully to the east of it
t hrough which the north end of Wodville Road ran down to
the beach. To its west was a second gully through which
rainnater run-off found its way down to the shore; our
present storm drain passes down its former course. Both of
these gullies were spanned by footbridges. In 1916 the Log
Cabin was nade available to the Village for use as a hall,
to be used jointly with the Cub. That arrangenent narked
the first link of a long chain which would be forged in
future years.

In the winter of 1918-1919 there occurred an event
which led to the construction of the first portion of the
Village Hall. For many years a feature of the old Shoreham
Inn (which was at the site of today's basketball court) was
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its related "bathing pavilion” which stood under the edge of
the bluff at the north end of what is now the Village
parking lot. The pavilion was supported on piles. On its
| oner |evel there were dressing roons, |ockers and places
for the storage of beach gear; the upper deck was roofed
over but open to the breezes on all four sides. It was
denol i shed by a severe storm during that winter. The prine
l-actor in its loss was the battering-ram effect of heavy
tinmbers awash in the flood tides and raging seas which
scoured the beaches and eroded the bluffs. During this
century our bluff line has receded at least twenty five
feet.

Digressing briefly fromthe present thenme, the story of
Shoreham s shore erosion and efforts to contain it are
not ewort hy.

On the bluff Iot where Tagliabue Road reaches its
northern termnus, there was in 1908 a snallish bungal ow
situated perhaps twenty-five feet back fromthe crest of the
bluff . There was also a small gazebo on the lot to the
west, |likewi se near the crest. Both are recognizable in a
pi cture presented el sewhere in this book. Unfortunately, the
bluff at this location was an unstable sandslide where
erosion worked faster than the regenerative powers of
vegetation. By 1924 the porch of the bungal ow, the "Barnes
Cottage", was hanging over the edge. To salvage it, it was
rai sed, noved back, turned and enlarged at its present
| ocation. Eventually the gazebo was |ost when the bluff
col | apsed.

Many sol utions to the erosion problemwere proposed and
tested. Locust posts were set in the sand at the base of the
bluffs and backed up by heavy log cribworks. The wnter
storms denolished them Cenent "pancakes"” were cast and
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stacked along the base of the bluff . The seas scattered
them At the Madigan property, shielding was attenpted in
the form of |arge blocks of rock brought in by barge and
unl oaded by crane. The source of this material was New York
Cty where the Eighth Avenue Subway was being blasted
t hrough the Manhattan schist. The first blocks sank in the
shifting sands. More were added in later years which proved
effectual. The present sheet-steel piling west of the
Village beach was installed by Caude V. Pallister and his
nei ghbor Channing Pollock in or about 1931. and has proven a
mai nt enance-free and effective nmeans of control. For many
years the durability of this sheet-steel piling was
periodically tested by the U S. Corps of Arny Engi neers, who
were very much interested in its effectiveness.

Returning to the main stream of the narrative, the
other significant event of 1918-1919 was the grow ng
realization that the Log Cabin had outlived its useful ness
and had becone too snmall to adequately fill the requirenents
of either the Village or the Cub, both of which were
assum ng increasingly inportant roles in the affairs of the
residents. In the sumer of 1919, prelimnary arrangenents
were worked out for the transfer of the Club property to the
Village and the construction of a new "pavilion" to fill the
needs of both, wth an equitable sharing of costs.
Arrangenents were finalized in 1920, and the new buil ding

went up in 1920-1921. The structure then erected - it wll
hereafter, for convenience, be designated the "Cub" to
distinguish it from other Village-owned buildings - was

conposed of the central portion of the building which stands
today. It had screened porches along its west and north
sides. The footbridge to Beach Lane was elevated to the
| evel of the present floor, and the old footbridge to the
bluff on the east was denolished. The old Log Cabin
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had a porch along its north side; a flying bridge was built
to connect the west end of that porch with the west porch of
the new "pavilion". Over the ensuing years, many changes
have been made: the west and north porches have been brought
i ndoors, a new sundeck has been added and the stage area has
been created. The old flying bridge and the footbridge have
di sappeared as has the old Log Cabin. The C ub property is
noteworthy as the first real estate acquired by the Vill age.
The present dinmensions of the Cub were achieved in 1934-
1935.

The Prohibition Anmendnent and the Volstead Act had
their inpact on life in the Village. Taking effect early in
1920, they led to the runrunners, noonshiners, bootleggers
and speakeasies which were a prom nent part of the American
scene until the Geat Drought cane to an end with Repeal in
Decenber of 1933. Because of our open coast, it was a
relatively sinple matter for small but swift vessels to
venture out in the Atlantic to "Rum Row', just outside the
three-mle limt, load up with potables and, under cover of
darkness, come up the Sound to unload their illicit but
wel come cargoes at many of the old | andi ngs al ong the Sound.

Shoreham did not escape this. Many were the reports of
covert night landings at Sills @lly. The old Log Cabin
(under the aegis of the "Cub") was the spigot at the end of
the supply line that catered to thirsty villagers. |Its
steward and his bird-like assistant produced a broad
assortnment of potables both inported and donestic. Because
of the Village's heritage of orchards and arbors, honmenmade
appl ej ack, brandies and wine were plentiful, as were the
only slightly less lethal inports "right off the boat" (sone
cynics said "scraped off"). To liven things up a bit, the
Log Cabin sported a wi nd-up granophone and a sl ot machi ne or
two. The potabl es and paraphernalia were, however, carefully
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stowed away when (under Village auspices) voting took place
on el ection days.

For several summers around the time of World War 1, we
were treated to the spectacle of large sailing yachts owned
by residents of the Village, their friends and their
relatives. These vessels engaged in frequent match races
manned by crews recruited from anong those of the villagers
who had seagoing inclinations and, perhaps, sone talents.
Herbert Stone, for may years Editor of "Yachting"” magazi ne,
was a Village resident in those days, living in the small
house on the south side of Overhill Road up behind the
store. A keen rivalry sprang up between Stone and his
yachting cronies on the one hand, and Ri chard Upham and his
coterie on the other. Anobng the nore notabl e and spectacul ar
boats participating in those races were Uphamis "Sea Fox"
and the Stone group's "Santana" and "Bagheera".

For the less affluent., canoes were abundant, rowboats
abounded and there was an assortnent of dories, catboats and
other small craft Iying at noorings off the beach. The
of fshore noorings were precarious at best, and it was a rare
vessel - whether raft, dory or catboat - that stayed off the
beach in the northeasters which seenmed inevitably to follow
August's full noon.

Beach life was nmuch different in those days. Bathing
llcostunes” were elaborate and cunbersome. Cork "water
bal | s and wooden pails and shovels, plus toy sailboats,
were about the only playthings seen on the beach.
Inflatable white canvas "water w ngs" were the universally
accepted life jackets. Beach chairs were honenade affairs
constructed of shelving boards. Beach unbrellas have
changed little. For a nunber of years "sun shelters" were
popul ar; they were conposed of a framework covered over with
a roof of boughs. The dried |eaves would |ast through the
sutmmer. The shade afforded by these shelters was of
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critical inportance in those days when beach apparel was
nearly as warmas today's w nter garnents.

Tenni s anyone? Throughout this century Shoreham has
had a tradition of being tennis-mnded. The first tennis
court was just north of the Inn; between it and the Bluff Lo
t . There have been at least six privately owned tennis
courts in the Village: one on the "Gidley" lot at the
sout hwest corner of Gidley and Wardencliff roads; another
on the Mazzei lot on Sturgis Road just to the south of the
Garvins; a third on the Crane property at Sturgis and
Overhill; a fourth on the Stevens property on Briarcliff
Road; a fifth on the Reid tract on lower H Il Road, and a
sixth on the Pisacano |ot on Thonpson Street. The C ub had
one court, and later two, which were |ocated where the C ub
parking lot is today. Wen the Cubhouse was enlarged in
1934- 35~ those two courts were built at the southeast corner
of Briarcliff and Wodville roads on |and taken under |ong-
term | ease from the Suffolk County Land Conpany. The two
upper-1level courts in the sanme conplex are of later vintage.

Squeezed in between the old Log Cabin and its two
tennis courts was a house which for many years was occupi ed
by the Jantzer famly. Wien the Cub was enlarged and the
Log Cabin denolished, that house was jacked up, noved down
Wodville Road and planted at the corner of Wodville and

Fitzgerald, where it still stands as the residence of the
Bai sches.

1934 was. a notable year in Village affairs. In
addition to the Club inprovenent, it marked the first of a

nunmber of acquisitions and annexations whereunder the
Village expanded to its present limts. In the early 1920's
the Daily News had acquired |ands which now conprise North
Shore Beach, and to inprove its circulation, was of fering
small lots at bargain prices to its subscribers. |t was not
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| ong before the woodl ands west of the Village, which had
reverted to an open forest after the departure of the
woodchoppers, were giving way to small cottages and full-

scal e developnent. This occurrence was not wthout its
advant ages. Shoreham for years had feared forest fires,

which broke out from time to time in those woods,

threatening honmes along the west side of the Village. The
opening of North Shore Beach quieted those fears, but gave
rise to a new problem vandalism Furthernore, concern was
expressed that the streets of North Shore Beach m ght be
extended to connect with Shorehami s roads and subject them
to a traffic burden they were not designed to acconmopdat e.

In 1934, a group of citizens raised a fund with which they
acquired a strip of some 11 acres along the entire west side
of the Village, and deeded it to the Village for park
purposes. This strip served as an effective buffer zone
al ong our western boundary.

Fires? W have had our share of them - sone trivial,
sonme serious - but fortunately all w thout |oss of life.

The first mpjor fire totally destroyed the "MIIlard"
house, sonetines referred to as the "Chapman" house, which
stood near the bluff line just to the east of the Village's
Bluff Lot. Another totally razed the "Burlingane" house,
sonetines called the "Mirdoch”™ house, which stood on the
site now occupied by the Curtis house. The fornmer "Nye"
house on Overhill Road went in the 1930's. A spectacul ar
fire at the height of the summer season in 1928 totally
consunmed the "Hanan" house which was on the Pisacano |ot on
Thonpson Street. After the fire, the foundation was renoved
and a tennis court was constructed in its place. The
destruction of the old Zenke house in 1967 when it was owned
and occupied by GE Beatty Jr. and his famly, is well
remenbered. In the days before we had hydrants, about the
only tools at hand to conbat fires were a hand-drawn hose
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cart, sonme portable extinguishers and a punp. A respectable
fire engine operated out of Rocky Point after the North
Shore Beach devel opnent nmatured. It was first called in to
fight the "Hanan" fire, but because of a breakdown in
conmuni cations, could not arrive on the scene in tinme to be
effective.

I want to thank Robert R Qdiver for giving ne this
interesting insert for ny father's Shoreham Hi story to
augnent the information about Shorehamis fire-fighting
experiences and capabilities. He and ny father were anong
the original residents of Shorehamis sunmer comunity
begi nning in 1908, and were lifelong friends.

"Qur fire losses were indeed substantial and usually total.
However, it nust have been during those years when Merv was
away from Shoreham when we had our own young vol unteer
group of fire fighters. A serious attic fire in the old
G | bert Frei house was extingui shed while a dinner party was
in progress below. A mpjor fire in the Roger Adans house on
Overhill Road was successfully contained until the arriva
of the Rocky Point conpany. The Herbert Frei home was saved
from probable total l|oss by our young boys. A nunber of
bui l di ng and brush fire calls were answered, as well, in the
greater Shorehamarea. It was during those years that we had
our own two antique fire engi nes which proved thensel ves on
such occasions to be practical as well as ornanental ."

The Shoreham Inn (pictured el sewhere herein) deserves
mention in this history. It was for many years owned by the
Suffol k Land Conpany, which hoped that patrons of the Inn
woul d becone prospective buyers of hone sites both in the
Village and in the Estates. The first proprietor your
hi storian can recall was a M. Chapnan. He was followed by
the Lynn famly, which later ran the store. The Lynns were
followed by the Flaveils. Under both the Lynns and the
Flavells, the Inn gained Island-w de acclaim and was noted
for the excellence of its food. A copy of one of the old
proprietor's | eases survives, and it is of interest to note
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that it obligated the inkeeper to provide "taxi service" in

the formof a horse-drawn carriage to neet all trains at the
railroad station, and to provide the prospective guests with
transportati on between the station and the Inn.

The Inn was denolished in the early 1930’s. a victim
no doubt, of both the Depression which followed the 1929
mar ket crash and its own age and obsol escence. The story of
its passing fromthe scene is a curious one, involving as it
does a perhaps obscure but colorful character - "Crazy Joe".
Born in Italy, he appeared here when the concrete roads were
being laid, and was one of the crew of |aborers performng
the work. After the roads were down, he stayed on in the
vicinity, living in one of the small houses on North Country
Road near the church. He was a |ikeable chap; swarthy,
stocky, round faced and with a ready smle. He supported
himself with gardening work for the nost part, but had the
versatility of a Jack-of-all-trades. Unfortunately he was
possessed of "the wvapors”, violent at times, and his
presence in the Village was, from time to tine,
involuntarily interrupted by excursions to the west where he
was a guest at Kings Park. Wien the tinme for the denolition
of the Inn arrived, he was in one of his better intervals;
at least lucid enough to offer his services to denolish the
Inn for "salvage" Accordingly he, together wth sone
associ ates" comenced the work, but before it was
conpleted they hit a snag. A letter from the State Labor
Departnment arrived, touching upon the need for insuring his
enpl oyees engaged in the project. Joe saw trouble ahead.
This touched off another spell of "the vapors”, and one
norni ng, after he had been observed in his usual activities
for several days, he was found dead in one of the Inn's
remai ni ng buil dings. He had hanged hi nsel f.
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