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SHOREHAM - WADING RIVER TOURNAMENT TENNIS

Nineteen Ninety Four being the 70th anniversary of the start of the
Shoreham Wading River Tennis matches, this account is published to help
celebrate the occasion.

A friendly rivalry in sports has existed for many years between the
neighboring villages of Shoreham and Wading River. The earliest recollec-
tions of this writer center on the Annual Fourth-of-July baseball games
between the two communities. Following the mile long parade from the
Shoreham Store (Woodville Road corner of Overhill Road) to the Ball Field
(Woodville Road corner of North Country Road), the game would begin. Of
course Mary Sini's field had been freshly cut to permit playing thereon.

The photo, circa 1914, shows the gathering in the field after the parade.
Prominent figures are Dr. Campbell with his bagpipes and kilts and Mr.
Erskine with megaphone. On at least one occasion during World War One
the Fourth-of-July Parade was led by the Army Field Band from Camp
Upton, currently the site of Brookhaven National Laboratories. These ball
games continued into the thirties.

Tennis was a popular game in the early days of the Village. There
were a number of courts in Shoreham; at the homes of Mattie Smith/Colonel
Snyder, Harry Boehm, Frank Gridley, the Griffiths, Mrs. Finn, the
Country Club (lts courts were in the grassy parking field immediately north
of the Vermylen property), and on the biuffs at Flavell's Shoreham Inn.
Mattie Smith's house is the one on Beatty Road, now owned by Richard
Rohman. The overgrown site of the old tennis court is plainly visible north of



the road between Fitzgerald Road and Prospect Street. At Harry Boehm's
house, later Harry Hughes' and currently Bob Reid's Sr., the court (perhaps
there were two) lay west of the house, the house fronting on Tower Hill
Road. Frank Gridley owned the property on Gridley Road between
Tagliabue Road, and Wardencliff Road. The tennis court sided on Gridley
Road, east of the house which is now owned by the Van Soestbergens. The
Griffith house, later owned by Natalie and Jack Hunsicker, is situated just
west of the present Linda and Ed Weiss home and its tennis court lay south
of the house. After fire destroyed the Hanan home on the bluff to her east,
Mrs. Florence Finn bought the Hanan property and built a tennis court there.
It was erased when the present Pisacano house was built. There may well
have been a court on the Kendrick property (now Butler) on Overhill Road
west side, south of Beatty Road. The Inn courts lay north of the Inn itself
between it and the bathing pavillion on the bluffs. Zeno's new house,
“Ledgmere,” on Briarcliff Road also sported a tennis court. Years iater,
when Donald Upham built his lavish home between Tower Hill Road and
Briarcliff Road, a court was constructed there. It was later known as The
French School Court by Tom Adams and John Bates in their early tennis
years. | believe it was in the thirties that the land on Woodville Road at the
corner of Briarcliff Road, on which the matches are played today, was deed-
ed to the Village of Shoreham by a number of gentlemen who were Village
homeowners and members of the Country Club.

The old Shoreham Country Club courts, circa 1933
L to R: Virginia Macy, Jack Varian, Natalie Finn, Wes Oliver

In Wading River, there were courts at the long - gone Greenbrier
Inn, and others, such as those at Charlie Wood's and Jesse Heatley's hous-
es. According to Ed Wattecamps, Charlie Wood's court on Wading River
Manor Road and Parker Road was the official Club court in Wading River. It
was the first court in the area to have a Hartrue surface. Jesse Heatley's
court was on Sound Avenue, the fourth house on the left north of the Post
Office / General Store complex.

The first Annual Tennis Match of record between the Villages was
played on Labor Day weekend 1924. The Shoreham team was sponsored
by the Shoreham Country Club and the Wading River team was under the
aegis of the Wading River Polo and Croquet Club until 1930 and Wading
River Field and Tennis Club ever since. These matches have continued
uninterrupted through the years and, consequently, appear to be the oldest
continuous series of matches in these United States.

Standing L to R: Halsey Gosman, Stewart Dickinson, Gilbert Frei, Jesse Heatley,
Randall Warden, Jr., Bill Davis, circa 1932

Although the Davis Cup matches predate our Shoreham / Wading
River series, that competition was suspended during World War Il for the
duration, whereas our matches continued uninterrupted, according to
Gilbert Frei and others who played. The gap in the records from 1938 to
1964 was caused by the fact that a trophy (or trophies) on which were
engraved the only records, was stolen at some point from the home of Jesse
Heatley of Wading River. Results for the 1958 tournament were found in a
Shoreham Item of that year.



1958

Shoreham 4 Wading River 1
] Bates defeated Don Wilson 6-0,6-0
J.Brandon lost to Chas. Ficken 6-2,3-6,6-4
H. Tastrom defeated Bo Hager 6-4,6-4
1. Bates, H. Frei defeated Don Wilson, H. Gosman 6-3,6-4
Bill Sedgewick, Jim Mc Crystal ~ defeated Don Sayre, Creig Heatley 6-0,6-1

After four new first class tennis courts were built at the southeast
corner of Woodville and Briarcliff Roads, the old courts between the Club
House and the Aldrich house (now Vermylen) were removed to provide addi-
tional parking space near the Club. All ensuing matches have been played
on the new site.

The Wading River Club /Shoreham Country Club Annual Inter Club
Tennis Tournament Trophy lists the winners from 1924 to 1938. As men-
tioned above there is a gap in the records from then until 1964, where the
Victor Heatley Tennis Trophy picks up and lists the matches through 1978.
Victor Heatley was the enthusiastic Wading River team organizer for many
years and the Trophy was given in his memory. 1979 through 1993 appear
on the later Heatley Trophy in memory of Seldon W. Heatley.

Al

Gilbert Frei was the spirited coach / captain of the Shoreham team
for many years until his death in 1992. His older brother Herb Frei played
on the team in the early years. ltis interesting to note that Gilly's son, Skelly,
and Skelly's son Geordi, have followed in his “footfaults” and played on the
Shoreham team as well.

By the same token, there have also been three generations of
Bates and Vermylens on the Shoreham team through the years.

And there were several father - son combinations, including Jack R.
Brandon and Jim Brandon, Warren and Mike Heeg, Jim and Derek Jehle,
and Joe and Michael Abata.

Jack Hagenah, Herb Frei, Bunny Bearty, Gilly Frei, circa 1932

The Wading River Team has been similarly blessed with family com-
binations. Jesse and Craig Heatley competed at various times. The Hager
family spans three generations with Reid Hager, Bo, Charlie and Cris. There
were also K.W. Gosman and Halsey Gosman, N. Wood and C. A. Wood,
Ed and John Wattecamps, Al and David Prodell and finally the Lee family.

Women's Exhibition Matches were played in connection with the
Annual Tournament in 1974, 1977, and 1978.

In 1979 the Frei Trophy was officially donated for Women's
Shoreham - Wading River Tennis in honor of Gilbert Frei and it has met with
enthusiastic competition since its inception.

This story would not be complete without mention of the friendly
enthusiasm of both sides. It has been traditional to hold a celebration party
following each match. One year the party is hosted by Wading Rivber and
the next year by Shoreham, very often on the grounds of the respective
Clubs. Back in the 30's and 40's, the teams were toasted by passing
around a loving cup of cold mint juleps. Currently these rites seem to have
given way to the more ordinary form of cocktail party. Wouldn't it be fun to
revert back to the more formal (or was it more informal) ritual? Can some-
one find another Sister Hapgood to breed the juleps?

Wes Oliver
with suggestions by

Tom Adams, Ed Wattecamps & John Bates

Wading River Cheering Section 1978

Any one Having information or scores of matches during the years 1939 to 1963 please
send it to John Bates, P.O. Box 3, Shoreham, NY 11786 (516)744-2221 or
Steve Shepiro 43 Hill st., Wading River, NY 11792 (516) 929-6527
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Vermylen, K.D. Fisher, Phil Gregory, Gene Mock, Chip Mather. Front row: Stew
Dickinson, Gilly Frei, Jesse Heatley, Edgar Nye, Fred Cross (Shoreham coach/captain).

A Brier HiSTORY OF THE MEN’S TOURNAMENT COMPETITION
(Since 1964)

The year 1924 was the opening year of Shoreham-Wading River
tennis competition. A veteran Wading River team secured the initial victory
as they fielded R. W. Howell, K.W. Gosman, H. L. Cook, Jesse Heatley and
C. M. DeWitt. Shoreham charged back securing victories over the next 3
years with teams consisting of the following: in 1925 Jack Brandon, Dudley
Yard, Harold Rudolph, young Gilly Frei and Bill Hagenah; in 1926 Herb Frei,
Stew Dickinson and Tony Vermylen joining Gil Frei and Hagenah to make up
the team; in 1927 newcomers Edger Nye and Jim Cross Jr. along with the
two Freis and Vermylen comprised the team. The early lead in competition
was short lived for the Shoreham boys as Wading River dominated the
remaining years up to 1938, closing out the initial 15 years with a margin of
9 victories to 6 for Shoreham.

We now enter the “dark ages” of Cup competition. The records for
the next 25 years are, at best, misplaced. The hunt is on for possible
sources of information. But for now, we may only assume that Shoreham
dominated the next 25 years with grace and modesty. That brings us to the
modern era of our community tournament.

The most obvious feature of Wading River teams from 1964 to 1970
was the presence of the Preeg boys. John and Bill were a dominating force

Shoreham Team 1977



causing many Shorehamites to head to the cocktail party early. During the
7 years of their play, Wading River won 4 straight times and then lost in 1968
by a 3-2 score. They vindicated that loss by winning the next two years by
5-0 and 4-1.

The 1970 match produced a fine effort by John Bellport who fell to
Bob Bailey in 3 sets, 3-6, 6-1, 7-5. John Bates and Tom Adams were blast-
ed in singles by John Preeg and Bo Hager by identical scores of 6-2, 6-1.
The nervous debut of Ed Weiss and Ed Barnhart was also unsuccessful.
Only Rookie Joe Abata and Jim Jehle managed to win. As they bested
Charley Hager and Ed Wattecamps.

At this point the Shoreham stalwarts were a very depressed lot.
Nevertheless, despite the gloom that had spread throughout the Village,
1971 dawned as a bright new era. The Preeg boys were gone!

Wading River loaded up its team with other family combos, 2
Hagers and 2 Wattecamps. But in addition to losing the Preegs, they had
retired some of their dreaded veterans. Dave Wilson played his last match
in 1965, Al Prodell in ‘66, Halsey Gosman in '68, C. H. Wood in ‘69 and
Charlie Ficken in *70. Our eastern neighbors were in for their own dark age.

Through the 7 year Preeg era, Shoreham had been rebuilding its
team. Our retired Captain, Gilly Frei was the heart of the team and our chief
cheerleader. Herb Tastrom, Paul Vermylen and Jim McCrystal retired from
competition in 1967, except for a brief comeback by Jim. As they moved
aside, they opened spaces for players who would become steady and con-
sistent competitors for years to come.

John Bates had begun his competition in 1958 and has since logged
a total of 29 matches. In 1965 Tom Adams began what will this year be 30
consecutive years of cup play. Jim Jehle joined in 1968 playing in 22 match-
es. Joe Abata played 15 straight years starting in 1970 until illness took its
toll. Also in 1970 Ed Weiss began his streak of consecutive matches which
will reach 25 this year. During this period Shoreham was also aided by the
7 year contribution of John Bellport and 8 years of play by Ed Brickley.

The match results over the next few years reflect these changes.
Shoreham won 4-1 in 1971 and was briefly set back 3-2 in 1972 as Wading
River added the power of Roy Brazelton. But the Shoreham team would not
be denied. They ran off 6 straight victories from 1973 to 1978.

Ed Weiss recalls that in 1974 he was locked in combat with Roy
Brazelton and was on the wrong end of a 6-0, 3-0 score. As they changed
courts he dejectedly tossed his racquet aside, berating himself as a poor
excuse for a tennis player. Dr. Bill Garvin overheard him and supplied the
necessary confidence boost. “Stop that talk Ed, you can beat him!".

An inspired Ed Weiss returned to the court and won a brilliant come-from-
behind victory.

The 1978 matches were as tight as they had been for many years.
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While Shoreham won 4-1, the individual matches were hard fought brawls.
At singles Bo Hager beat John Bates 5-7, 6-2, 6-1, Tom Adams beat Roy
Brazelton 3-6, 6-3, 6-1, Ed Brickley beat Pat Guarino 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 and Joe
Abata and Jim Jehle beat Bryan Smith and Steve Shapiro to close out the
match 6-0, 2-6, 6-2.

In 1979 Wading River shifted Brazelton to doubles and the adjust-
ment gave them a 3-2 victory as he teamed with John Wattecamps to defeat
Joe Abata and Jim Jehle. John Bates won at singles for Shoreham along with
a victory by Ken Foley and Ed Weiss at #2 doubles.

The 1980 matches returned to form with a 3-2 Shoreham victory
with straight set wins at #2 singles (Brickley), #3 singles (J. Larson, our new
secret weapon) and #1 doubles (Bates and Weiss). That year your author
learned a sad lesson about the Wading River competitive spirit.

In my first year of play (1965) | had teamed at #2 doubles with Roy
Schweyer against Halsey Gosman and Harry Wood. Wading River had
already secured the cup with 4 team victories. Our match was really quite
meaningless. The tiebreaker had not yet been invented and, as luck would
have it, our third set dragged on and on into the gathering darkness as the
spectators (in an embarrassed trickle at first, but later a flood) headed for the
cocktail party. It ended at 12-10 in the 3rd.

In 1980 | was matched against Bo Hager at #1 singles and my prior
experience with a “meaningless” match was clearly on my mind. Shoreham
had won its third and decisive team match as Bo struggled through the sec-
ond set. Of course our match was now “meaningless”, or so | thought. |
had won the first set and was ahead 4-1 in the second. Bo glared across
the net at me with renewed intensity as | suggested that we adjourn to the
cocktail party. At each court changeover | renewed my suggestion. “Bo,
this is silly! Let's get some beers,” | would whisper to him encouragingly.
He drew even, won the second set and then locked horns for the final set.
At this point we were both dashing and crashing around like two 35 year
olds. No one left for the cocktail party until Bo raised his arms in victory. A
white haired Wading River lady later told me it was the best match she had
ever seen. lt's all a matter of perspective.

In 1981 and 1982 the Shoreham team continued its winning form.
The 1981 match was tied at 2-2. As reported by the Shoreham Item, “the
outcome of the match now depended on the #1 doubles team of Joe Abata
and Jim Jehle. Despite a ripple of uncertainty and even a few moans of dis-
may from the crowd, Joe and Jim....decisively dispatched their opponents,
Roy Brazelton and John Meeker, 6-3, 6-1, thus insuring a prompt and victo-
rious trip to the cocktail party.”

The 1982 victory was a 5-0 shutout with rookie Geysa Kaali winning
at doubles with Jehle.



Wading River had quietly been adding new faces over the years.
Their mainstay continued to be Bo Hager who missed only three matches
between 1967 and 1993. Roy Brazelton played 18 consecutive matches
starting in 1972. Bryan Smith played 11 straight starting in 1973 and Steve
Shapiro has missed only 1 year since 1975. John Meeker has played in 12
matches starting in 1977 and Art Jarit logged 12 matches since 1981. Pat
Guarino played 8 times starting in 1976. John Wattecamps competed 10
straight years to 1981 and Ed Wattecamps stretched out 8 matches from
1967 to 1986.

These new faces supported Wading River in 1983 when Billy Preeg
returned and the cup moved east again for two years (both 3-2 victories).

The key match in 1983 was a blistering 3 set victory by Steve
Shapiro over Ed Brickley at #3 singles. The match was played on the hard
court and lasted over 2 hours. It was the first cup championship determined
by a tiebreaker as Steve outlasted Ed 4-6, 6-3, 7-6.

In 1984 Wading River edged out a victory by close three set wins
at #2 singles (Shapiro again over Brickley 6-2, 4-6, 6-2) and #3 singles
(Prodell over Larson 1-6, 7-6, 6-3) and a rout at #2D with Jarit/Meeker over
Abata/lehle, 6-2, 6-1.

The close of the 1984 competition brought on another long drought
for Wading River as the Shoreham team dominated the next 8 matches.

Shoreham continued to advance new players onto the team during
these years, adding 11 new faces. The Kaali brothers (1982 and 1983),
Mike Abata (1985), John Bates, Jr. (1985), Tim Bauer (1986), Dave Bauer
(1990), Leo Sternlicht (1990), Pete Read (1990), Geordie Frei (1992) and
Ev Melius (1993).

During this period Wading River added Eric Hager (1982), B. Stuke
(1982), Dave Prodell (1984), Joe Benanti (1987), Chris Hooven (1988),
John Hager (1991), R & E Lee (1991) and Rus Meier (1992).

But the depth of the Shoreham team was too great and each year
another victory was notched.

In 1985 Shoreham won 5-0 with rookie victories by Mike Abata and
John Bates, Jr. The Abata match was a brilliant display of tennis on the hard
surface as he edged past Dave Prodell 3-6, 6-1, 6-3.

In 1986 Jim Jehle and Ed Weiss held on to defeat Bo Hager and
John Wattecamps at #1 doubles to secure a 3-2 team victory.

; In 1987 the margin was 4-1 with Tim Bauer edging Joe Benanti in a
nip and tuck battle 7-6, 7-6 with Bates/Weiss slipping by Brazelton/Shapiro
7-6, 7-5.

In 1988 and 1989 the margin dropped to 3-2 as Shoreham swept
the singles each year with back to back victories by John Larson (#1), Tom
Adams (#2) and Mike Abata (#3). Wading River dominated the doubles
matches with teams of Shapiro/Jarit, Shapiro/Hager and Meeker/Brazelton.

W. Preeg, Bo Hager, Tom Adams 1983 Herb Tastrom 1984

Y.

1

Derek Jehle and Gilbert Frei 1981 13



Shoreham Team 1987

Shoreham Team 1992 Wading River Team 1992



In 1990 Shoreham again won 3-2 with a singles sweep, substituting
rookie Leo Sternlicht for Mike Abata. Hager/Shapiro beat Read/Bates, Sr.
in a tight match 7-6, 3-6, 7-6 and Meeker/Brazelton took a default as Ed
Weiss pulled up lame.

In 1991 Shoreham again won the singles but added #1 doubles with
a tense victory by Bates/Weiss over Bo Hager/E. Hager, 6-2, 7-6 (7-6).

In 1992 Shoreham swept the series 5-0. However, as will be men-
tioned later, many of those matches were extremely ciose.

During the 8 year stretch of Shoreham victories from 1985 to 1992,
John Larson won every match defeating in order Eric Hager, Steve Shapiro,
Pat Guarino, Joe Benanti (3 times), Art Jarit and Rus Meier. John Bates, Sr.
went 4 for 5, Leo Sternlicht 3 for 3 and Tom Adams 7 for 8.

A high point of this period occurred in 1991 as John Bates Sr. and
Jr. defeated Bo Hager and Eric Hager ending in a tiebreaker that went to 11-
9. The low point occurred in 1989 when Meeker/Brazelton defeated our
team 6-0, 6-O for the first recorded shutout in team history.

However, all good things must come to an end. The 1993 matches
{the 70th competition between the teams) brought renewed spirit to the
Wading River Team.

Utilizing the same talent as the previous year, Wading River was
able to go from a 5-0 defeat in 1992 to a 3-2 victory in 1993. Proper cred-
it goes to the players, of course, but the team lineup seems to have deter-
mined the day as Eric Hager moved to singles and Steve Shapiro to doubles.

The previous year's Shoreham 5-0 victory had been very thin. Leo
Sternlicht had edged Steve Shapiro in 3 sets, Tom Adams snuck by Art Jarit
in a long third set tiebreaker, and G. Frei and John Bates Jr. bested the Lees
in a close 6-4, 7-5 victory. The shift of just a few key points could have
turned around all three of those matches.

In 1993 Wading River was not forced to rely on luck for the final
edge. In one of the most dramatic endings in recent years, J. Bates and E.
Weiss faced the seasoned team of Bo Hager and Steve Shapiro in the
deciding match at #1 doubles. The tournament was tied at 2-2 as the third-
set of their match was played. Wading River pulled ahead 4-1. John and Ed
dug in and fought their way back to 4-4. But in the end, the advantage shift-
ed to Bo and Steve and they closed out the first Wading River victory in nine
years.

| have paused at this point to look back over 30 years of my com-
petition in these matches and my many years as a spectator before | made
the team. | am amazed at how quickly the years seem to have passed. But
my impressions of these years are clear.

| see Gilly Frei, Herb Tastrom and Ed Wattecamps, always able to



enliven the days with their clever remarks and good spirits. | see Charlie
Ficken, Dave Wilson and Halsey Gosman who seemed to play for an eterni-
ty. | recall Wilson playing a furious match against young Mike Heeg in the
1950's. Wilson was then an older man of perhaps 50 years. He seemed to
be panting and wheezing between points but to my utter amazement he
defeated our teenage wonder.

| am told stories of the captains meetings held the day before the
matches. Jim McCrystal and Gilly Frei would meet with Ed Wattecamps and
Charlie Woods, Sr. and try to pry the secret lineup from them by plying them
with booze. It never worked. The lineups would be exchanged as the
matches began.

| remember Ricky Goat, a bright light on our team for three years
before his tragic death. | recall the fighting spirit of Jim McCrystal who
retired from competition to become our captain for many years. Paui
Vermlyen retired from the team to enjoy watching two of his sons Paul, Jr.
and David follow in the family tradition of cup competition. The Hager fami-
ly has been a constant force missing only two matches since 1968.

Of course, | remember how the Preegs terrorized us for years and
then Wading River unleashed Bo Hager and Roy Brazelton against us with
their frightening overheads. Joe Abata organized the court assignments and
order of play with scientific precision. Was it even years for men and odd
years for women? Selden Heatley, Ed Wattecamps, Jim McCrystal and Gilly
Frei were gracious team captains and hosts as they exchanged the cup over
the years. Their good humored speeches always captured the feeling of the
community about this long standing tradition. These and many other impres-
sions and memories fill the history of the cup competition.

Each year the folks returned - many of the same faces - many new
kids - new friends. Each year the umpires, ball people and linespeople
assisted and joined in the spirit of the day.

And each year ended in our mutual celebration of the good will
shared between the two neighboring towns.

The second 70 years begins in 1994. | hope it starts with a
Shoreham victory. But win or lose, the memories of these years of friendly
competition are victory enough for me.

Tom Adams

On the following pages is listed the engraving as it appears on the
respective trophies. It has been noted that some inconsistencies exist
therein, chiefly in spelling, such as W.B. Hagenah in 1925 & 6 etc.

Editor
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Shoreham Country Club
1927
Stewart Dickinson
Edgar Nye
A.Z. Vermylen
Gilbert Frei
J.F. Cross Jr.

Wading River Club
1928
K.W. Gosman
E.J. Mock
C.M. DeWitt
J.T. Heatley
R.W. Howell

Wading River Club
1929
K.D. Fisher
E.J. Mock
E.W. Newton
J.T. Heatley
C.M. DeWitt

Wading River Club
Shoreham Country Club
Annual Inter-club Tennis Tournament Trophy

Won by

Wading River Club
1924
R.W. Howell
K.W. Gosman
H.L. Cook
J.T. Heatley
C.M. DeWitt

Shoreham Country Club
1925
J.R. Brandon
Gilbert Frei
W.B. Hagenah
H.W. Rudolph
D.D.F. Yard

Shoreham Country Club
1926
Herbert Frei
Gibert Frei
Stewart Dickinson
W.B. Hagenah
A.Z. Vermylen

Victor H. Heatley
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Wading River Club
1930
K.D. Fisher
Jamie Angevine
E.J. Mock
Walter Lippmann
C.M. DeWitt

Shoreham Country Club
1931
Stewart Dickinson
Edgar Nye
A.Z. Vermylen
Gilbert Frei
J.F. Cross Jr.

Wading River Club
1932
Phillip Gregory
J.T. Heatley
K.D. Fisher
S.C. Mather
E.J). Mock
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Annual Tennis Match
Shoreham vs. Wading River

1924
1933
Shoreham 5
Wading River 0

Stewart Dickinson
Edgar Nye
A.Z. Vermylen
Gilbert Frei

1935
Wading River 3
Shoreham 2

Eugene Mock
Phillip Gregory
Jesse T. Heatley
Walter Lippmann
Samuel Carter

1938
Wading River 3
Shoreham 2

Eugene Mock
Phillip Gregory
Reid Hagar
Samuel Carter
Jesse T. Heatley

1934
Wading River 3
Shoreham 2

Eugene Mock

Phillip Gregory
Jesse T. Heatley
Walter Lippmann

Morris Markey

1936
Wading River 3
Shoreham 2

Jesse T. Heatley
Phillip Gregory
Samuel Carter
Eugene Mock

1937
Shoreham 5
Wading River 0

Gilbert Frei
Stewart Dickinson
William Davis
David Pallister

The Heatley Tennis Trophy
In Memory of
Victor H. Heatley

1924

Wading River 4

J. Preeg, A. Prodell
W. Preeg, C. Ficken
D. Wilson, H. Gosman
H. Wood

Wading River 5

J. Preeg, A. Prodell
W. Preeg, C. Ficken
D. Wilson, H. Gosman

H. Wood

Wading River 4

J. Preeg, A. Prodell
W. Preeg, C. Ficken
C.H. Wood, H. Gosman
C.A. Wood

- 1963

1964
Shoreham 1
J. Bates, P. Vermylen
R. Goat, C. Beatty
J. McCrystal, D. Beatty
H. Tastrom
1965
Shoreham 0
J. Bates, P. Vermylen
R. Goat, F. Connolly
R. Schweyer, D. Beatty
T. Adams
1966
Shoreham 1
J. Bates, P. Vermylen
R. Goat, H. Tastrom

J. McCrystal, T. Adams
F. Connolly

i)



Wading River 3

J. Preeg, A. Hager
W. Preeg, C. Ficken
H. Gosman, C. Hager

E. Wattekamps

Shoreham 3

J. Bates, R. Bailey
T. Adams, J. Bellport
J. Jehle, R. Schweyer

P. Vermylen

Wading River 5

J. Preeg, P. Wynne

A. Hager, W. Preeg

C. Wood, C. Ficken
H. Wood

Wading River 5

J. Preeg, A. Hager

R. Bailey, C. Ficken

C. Wood, C. Hager
E. Wattecamps

Shoreham 4

J. Bates, T. Adams

E. Weiss, J. Abata

J. Jehle, J. Bellport
J. McCrystal

Wading River 3

Bo Hager, R. Bailey
L. Wynne, J. Wattecamps
R. Brazelton, C. Hager
E. Wattecamps

Shoreham 5

J. Bates, T. Adams
L. Schweyer, J. Abata
J. Jehle, E. Weiss
D. Jehle

Shoreham 4

L. Schweyer, E. Weiss
T. Adams, J. Abata
J. Jehle, J. Bates
L. Gordon

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974
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Shoreham 2

J. Bates, R. Bailey
P. Vermylen, T. Adams
J. McCrystal, J. Bellport

H. Tastrom

Wading River 2

J. Preeg, W. Preeg
P. Wayne, C. Ficken
H. Gosman, C. Hager

H. Wood

Shoreham 0

J. Bates, J. Jehle
T. Adams, D. Beatty
J. Bellport, J. Chen

D. Vermylen

Shoreham 0

J. Bates, T. Adams
J. Bellport, E. Barnhart
E. Weiss, J. Abata
J. Jehle

Wading River 1

A. Hager, R. Bailey
C. Hager, L. Decker
G. Laurie, E. Wattecamps
J. Wattecamps

Shoreham 2

J. Bates, E. Weiss

T. Adams, J. Abata

J. Jehle, J. Bellport
J. McCrystal

Wading River 0

R. Brazelton, R. Bailey
J. Wattecamps, B. Smith
E. Wattecamps, C. Hager

T. Luhman

Wading River 1

Bo Hager, R. Brazelton
J. Wattecamps, R. Bailey
T. Luhman, C. Hager
B. Smith

Shoreham 3

L. Schweyer, E. Weiss
T. Adams, J. Abata
J. Jehle, ). Bates
D. Vermylen

Shoreham 3

L. Schweyer, J. Bates
E. Weiss, J. Abata
H. Frei, J. Jehle
T. Adams

Shoreham 3

J. Bates, T. Adams

E. Weiss, J. Abata

J. Jehle, K. Foley
L. Gordon

Shoreham 4

J. Bates, T. Adams
E. Brickley
J. Jehle, J. Abata
K. Foley, E. Weiss

1975

1976

1977

1978

Wading River 2

Bo. Hager, R. Brazelton

J. Wattecamps, B. Smith

S. Shapiro, J. Silverstein
R. Kent

Wading River 2

Bo. Hager, R. Brazelton
P. Guarino, J. Wattecamps
S. Shapiro, B. Smith
J. Silverstein

Wading River 2
Bo. Hager, R. Brazelton
P. Guarino, J. Wattecamps
B. Smith, J. Meeker
J. Silverstein

Wading River 1

Bo Hager, R. Brazelton
P. Guarino
B. Smith, S. Shapiro
C. Wood, J. Meeker

Shoreham Team 1982
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The Heatley Tennis Trophy
In Memory of

Selden W. Heatley

1925 - 1977
1979
Wading River 3 Shoreham 2
A. Hager, P. Guarino T. Adams, J. Bates
S. Shapiro E. Brickley

R. Brazelton, J. Wattecamps

J. Meeker, B. Smith

Shoreham 3

T. Adams
E. Brickley, J. Larson
J. Bates, E. Weiss
J. Abata, J. Jehle

Shoreham 3

T. Adams
E. Weiss, E. Brickley
J. Abata, J. Jehle
J. Beliport, D. Jehle

1980

1981
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J. Abata, J. Jehle
K. Foley, E. Weiss

Wading River 2
A. Hager
J. Meeker, S. Shapiro
R. Brazelton, P. Guarino
J. Wattecamps, B. Smith

Wading River 2

P. Guarino
A. Jarit, S. Shapiro
J. Meeker, R. Brazelton
J. Wattecamps, B. Smith

Shoreham 5

T. Adams
E. Weiss, E. Brickley
J. Abata, J. Bates
J. Jehle, G. Kaali

Wading River 3
A. Hager
W. Preeg, S. Shapiro
B. Smith, E. Wattecamps
A. Jarit, J. Meeker

Wading River 3

A. Hager
S. Shapiro, D. Prodell
R. Brazelton, A. Jarit

E. Wattecamps, J. Meeker

Shoreham 5

T. Adams
J. Larson, M. Abata
J. Bates, J. Bates, Jr.
E. Weiss, J. Jehle

Shoreham 4

T. Adams
J. Larson, T. Bauer
E. Weiss, J. Jehle
E. Brickley, S. Kaali

Shoreham 4

T. Adams
J. Larson, T. Bauer
J. Bates, E. Weiss
J. Jehle, S. Kaali

Shoreham 4

J. Larson
T. Adams, M. Abata
E. Weiss, T. Bauer
H. Frei, D. Reardon

Shoreham 3

J. Larson,
T. Adams, M. Abata,
E. Weiss, J. Bates, Jr.
J. Jehle, H. Frei

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989
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Wading River 0

A. Hager
E. Hager, S. Shapiro
B. Smith, R. Brazelton
A. Jarit, B. Stuke

Shoreham 2

T. Adams
E. Weiss, E. Brickley
J. Bates, J. Abata
J. Jehle, S. Kaali

Shoreham 2

T. Adams
E. Brickley, J. Larson
J. Bates, J. Abata
E. Weiss, J. Jehle

Wading River 0

S. Shapiro
E. Hager, D. Prodell
A. Hager, A. Jarit
R. Brazelton, J. Meeker

Wading River 1

W. Preeg
S. Shapiro, E. Hager
A. Hager, E. Wattecamps
A. Jarit, R. Brazelton

Wading River 1

A. Hager
P. Guarino, J. Benanti
R. Brazelton, S. Shapiro
A. Jarit, ). Meeker

Wading River 1

J. Benanti
C. Hooven, (Missing)
S. Shapiro, A. Jarit
R. Brazelton, J. Meeker

Wading River 2

J. Benanti
P. Guarino, C. Hooven
A. Hager, S. Shapiro
R. Brazelton, J. Meeker



Shoreham 3

J. Larson
T. Adams, L. Sternlicht
J. Bates, P. Read
E. Weiss, D. Bauer

Shoreham 4

T. Adams
L. Sternlicht, J. Larson
J. Bates, J. Bates Jr.
E. Weiss, J. Jehle

Shoreham 5

J. Larson
T. Adams, L. Sternlicht
J. Bates, E. Weiss
J. Bates Jr., G. Frei

Wading River 3
A. Jarit
E. Hager, R. Meier
A. Hager, S. Shapiro
R. Lee, E. Lee

Both mens teams 1983

1990

1991

1992

1993
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Wading River 2

A. Jarit
J. Benanti, E. Hager
A. Hager, S. Shapiro
J. Meeker, R. Brazelton

Wading River 1
A. Jarit
J. Hager, J. Benanti
A. Hager, E. Hager
R. Lee, E. Lee

Wading River 0

R. Meier
A. Jarit, S. Shapiro
A. Hager, E. Hager
R. Lee, E. Lee

Shoreham 2

J. Larson
T. Adams, L. Sternlicht
J. Bates, E. Weiss
J. Bates Jr., E. Melius

Ed Wattecamps (W. R. Coach/captain) and
daughters Jean Brazelton and Kathy Podd.
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Bobo Hager 1984
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Nancy Meeker

1984
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Wading River Women's Team

Shoreham Women's Team

1979

1979
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WOMEN’S TENNIS

It was men only in the early years of the Shoreham Wading River
tennis matches. It wasn't until 1960 and 1961 when the ladies were invited
to play, and then only a one set exhibition match. For some years there-after
there were no women's exhibitions, but in about 1970 they were begun
again with a few games rather than a full set. Women’s exhibition matches
were played in connection with the annual tournament in 1974, 1977, and
1978. The teams and scores of these matches have been ingraved on the
Victor Heatley Tennis Trophy. In 1978 there were enough women playing in
both communities to field two full teams, and they enthusiastically petitioned
to be included in the competition. There was resistance to the idea by some
of the Shoreham men. However a compromise was reached by the estab-
lishment of a separate cup for the women, and women's competition has
been included for the last sixteen years.

The cup, generously donated by Ivy Frei, has gone back and forth
between the 2 communities.

1974
SHOREHAM 2 WADING RIVER ©
D. Poe M.Hughes
Helga Jehle A. Luhman
Mary Jane Stangby B. Kent
1977
SHOREHAM 2 WADING RIVER 1
T. Frei H. Guthrie
H. Jehle, M.J. Stangby W. Mc Evoy, B. Kent
D. Mc Crystal, N. Vermylen L. Stucky, N. Meeker
1978
SHOREHAM 4 WADING RIVER 1
T. Frei, M.L. Abata N. Meeker, H. Guthrie
D. Mc Crystal L. Stucky
H. Jehle, M.J. Stangby W. Mc Evoy, B. Kent
L. Bellport, N. Vermylen J. Brazelton, K. Smith

No. 2 Doubles
Women’s Exhibition Match
1978

LtwR
Wading River
J. Brazelton, K. Podd

Shoreham
L. Bellport, N. Vermylen

“Shorehain Won It”
recalls Nancy Vermylen
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The Frei Trophy
In Honor of

Gilbert Frei
Shoreham - Tennis - Wading River

Shoreham 3
M.L. Abata, T. Frei

C. Willen
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby

D. McCrystal, N. Vermylen

Shoreham 3
M.L. Abata

T. Frei, M. Brickley
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby

N. Vermylen, D. McCrystal

Shoreham 4
M.L. Abata
T. Frei, B. Connolly
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby
L. Bellport, N. Vermylen

1979

1980

1981

28

Wading River 2

N. Meeker, L. Stuke
J. Brazelton
W. McEvoy, H. Guthie
K. Smith, B. Kent

Wading River 2
C. Saitta
N. Meeker, J. Brazelton
H. Guthy, L. Stuke
J. Casten, W. McEvoy

Wading River 1
N. Meeker
H. Guthie, J. Brazeiton
C. Saitta, L. Stuke
J. Casten, S. Jarit

Shoreham 4

M.L. Abata
T. Frei, B. Connolly
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby
C. Abata, D. McCrystal

Shoreham 4

M.L. Abata
T. Frei, J. Rohman
M. J. Stangby, H. Jehle
M. Koch, S. Larson

Shoreham 4

M.L. Abata
H. Jehle, G. Barhar
M. J. Stangby, T. Frei
M. Koch, S. Larson

Shoreham women 1984

Shoreham 4

M.L. Abata
T. Frei, C. Marron
M. J. Stangby, H. Jehle
S. Larson, M. Koch

Wading River 3

C. Saitta
K. Meeker, H. Guthy
N. Meeker, L. Stuke
D. Galvin, S. Jarit

1982

1983

1984

Wading River 1
C. Saitta
H. Guthy, J. Brazelton
L. Stuke, N. Meeker
S. Jarit, J. Casten

Wading River 1

C. Saitta
H. Guthy, J. Brazelton
L. Stuke, N. Meeker
D. Galvin, S. Jarit

Wading River 1

C. Saitta
L. Stuke, J. Brazelton
H. Guthy, N. Meeker
P. Valli, D. Galvin

Wading River women 1984

1985

1986
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Wading River 1

C. Saitta
H. Guthy, L. Stuke
R. Lutz, D. Galvin
S. Jarit, J. Casten

Shoreham 2
M. L. Abata
T. Frei, C. Marron
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby
B. Laurencot, S. Larson



Shoreham 3

M.L. Abata
T. Frei, C. Read
M. J. Stangby, H. Jehle
M. Koch, S. Larson

Wading River 3

K. Meeker
S. Jarit
L. Moore, L. Stuke
D. Galvin, R. Lutz

Shoreham 4

M. L. Abata
T. Frei, C. Abata
M. J. Stangby, H. Jehle
S. Larson, M. Koch

Wading River 3

L. Mentasti
N. Meeker, S. Jarit
L. Stuke, L. Moore
D. Galvin, R. Lutz

Wading River 3

J. Mantasi
N. Meeker, R. Lutz
L. Stuke, L. Moore
S. Jarit, D. Galvin

Shoreham 3

M. L. Abata
T. Frei, A. Stengel
H. Jehle, M. Koch
N. Knapp, B.J. Richter

Shoreham 3

T. Frei
M.L. Stangby, C. Read
H. Jehle, M. Koch
N. Knapp, B.J. Richter

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

Wading River 2

K. Meeker
C. Saitta, L. Stuke
N. Meeker, L. Moore
D. Galvin, S. Jarit

Shoreham 2

T. Frei
M. L. Abata, C. Marron
M. J. Stangby, M. Koch
S. Larson, H. Jehle

Wading River 1

L. Mantasti
N. Meeker, L. Stuke
D. Galvin, R. Lutz
J. Brazelton, L. Shamber

Shoreham 2

M. L. Abata
T. Frei, L. Lipare
H. Jehle, M. J. Stangby
M. Koch, S. Larson

Shoreham 2

T. Frei
M. L. Abata, C. Abata
H. Jehle, M. Koch
N. Knapp, B.J. Richter

Wading River 2

L. Mentasti
J. Lutz, D. Waldeman
L. Stuke, L. Moore
S. Jarit, N. Meeker

Wading River 2

L. Mentasti
S. Jarit, D. Waldeman
J. Lutz, L. Moore
J. Wood, S. Balil

Any one Having information or scores of matches during the years 1939 to 1963
please send it to John Bates, P.O. Box 3, Shoreham, NY 11786 (516)744-2221 or
Steve Shapiro 43 Hill st., Wading River, NY 11792 (516) 929-6527
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Wading River Teams 1980

Gilly Frei presents the Frei Cup to Mary Lou Abata
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WADING RIVER TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 1924 to 1938

R. W. Howell 1924, 1928
K. W. Gosman 1924, 1928
H. L. Cook 1924
J. T. Heatley
1924, 1928, 1929, 1932,
1934, 1935, 1936, 1938,

C. M. DeWitt
1924, 1928, 1929

Winning team oniy

E. J. Mock
1928, 1929, 1930, 1932,
1934, 1935, 1936, 1938

K. D. Fischer
1929, 1930, 1932

E. W. Newton 1929
James Angevine 1930

Walter Lippmann
1930, 1934, 1935

Phillip Gregory
1932, 1934, 1935
1936, 1938
S. C. Mather 1932
Morris Markey 1934

Samuel Carter 1935
1936, 1938

Reid Hager 1938

WADING RIVER TOURNAMENT PLAYERS
1964 to 1993
J. Preeg (7) C. Hager (7) A. Jarit (12)
1964-1970 1967-1968, 1970-1974 1981-1988, 1990-1993
W. Preeg (8) L. Decker (1) E. Hager (7)
1964-1969, 1983, 1986 1971 1982, 1985-1986,
1990-1993
D. Wilson (2) G. Laurie (1)
1964-1965 1971 B. Stuke (1)
1982
A. Prodell (3) J. Wattecamps (10)
1964-1966 1971-1979, 1980-1981 D. Prodell (2)
1984-1985
C. H. Ficken (6) R. Brazelton (18)
1964-1968, 1970 1972-1990 J. Benanti (5)
1987-1991
H. Gosman (5) B. Smith (11)
1964-1968 1973-1983 C. Hooven (2)
1988-1989
H. Wood (5) T. Luhman (2)
1964-1966, 1968, 1969 1973-1974 B. Hurley (1)
1988
C. A. Wood (4) S. Shapiro (17)
1966, 1969-1970, 1978 1975-1976, 1978- J. Hager (1)
1990, 1992-1993 1991
A. Hager (23)
1967, 1969-1972, 1974- J. Silverstein (3) R. Lee (3)
1980, 1982-1993 1975-1977 1991-1993
E. Wattekamps (8) R. Kent (1) E. Lee (3)
1967, 1970-1973, 1983- 1975 1991-1993
1984, 1986
P. Guarino (8) R. Meier (2)
P. Wynne (3) 1976-1981, 1987, 1989 1992-1993
1968-1969, 1972
J. Meeker (12)
R. Bailey (5) 1977-1981, 1983-
1970-1974 1985, 1987-1990
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SHOREHAM TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 1924 to 1938

J. R. Brandon 1925

Gilbert Frei 1925
1926,1927, 1931, 1933,
1937

W. B. Hagenah
1925, 1926

Winning team only

H. W. Rudolph 1925
D. D. F. Yard 1925
Herbert Frei 1926

Stewart Dickinson 1926
1927, 1931, 1933, 1937

A. Z. Vermylen
1926, 1927,1931, 1933

Edgar Nye 1927,1931,1933
J. F. Cross Jr 1927, 1931
William Davis 1937

David Pallister 1937

SHOREHAM TOURNAMENT PLAYERS

J. Bates (28)
1958-1960, 1964-1980,
1982-1985,1987,1991-1993

C. Beatty (1)
1964

D. Beatty (3)
1964-1965, 1969

R. Goat (3)
1964-1966

H. Tastrom (3)
1964, 1966-1967

P. Vermylen (4)
1964-1967

J. McCrystal (5)
1964-1967, 1971-1972

T. Adams (29)
1965-1993

F. Connolly (2)
1965-1966

R. Schweyer (2)
1965, 1968

J. Bellport (7)
1967-1972, 1981

J. Jehle (22)
1968-1987, 1989, 1991

1964 to 1993

R. Bailey (2)
1967-1968

P. Vermylen, Jr. (1)
1968

J. Chen (1)
1969

D. Vermylen (2)
1969, 1975

E. Barnhart (1)
1970

E. Weiss (24)
1970-1993

J. Abata (15)
1970-1984

L. Schweyer (4)
1973-1976

D. Jehle (2)
1973, 1981

L. Gordon (2)
1974, 1977

H. Frei (3)
1976, 1988-1989

K. Foley (3)
1977-1979

E. Brickley (8)
1978-1984, 1986
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J. Larson (11)
1980, 1984-1993

G. Kaali (1)
1982
S. Kaali (3)

1983, 1986-1987

M. Abata (3)
1985, 1988-1989

J Bates, Jr. (5)
1986, 1989, 1991-1993

T. Bauer (3)
1986-1988

D. Reardon (1)
1988

L. Sternlicht (4)
1990-1993

P. Read (1)
1990

D. Bauer (1)
1990

G. Frei (1)
1992

E. Melius (1)
1993




WOMEN TOURNAMENT PLAYERS

Shoreham Wading River
T. Frei 51? M. Vermylen (3) L. Stuke 814) J. Casten {4)
1979-199 1979-1981 1979-1992 1980-1982, 1985
H. Jehle (15) B. Connolly (2) S, Jarit (11 K. Meeker éS)
1979-1993 1981-1982 1981-119988331 85- 1986-198
M. L Abata 514 C. Read é%) J. Lutz (2
1987, 19 N. Meeker (11) 1992-199 ;
1979- 1984 1986- C
Stan% G. Barnhart (1) 1987, 1989-1992 W. Mc Evo& (2) - 1992 199
1979 19 1993 1984 1979-1980 : i
D. Galvin (9) _— LPEHON . WODING s
M. Koch & L. Bellport (1) 1983-1991 D. Waldeman (2) : Swn v e Wan Taeasr
1983-1985 19 7- 1981 1992-1993
1993 . J, Brazelton SQ -
M. Brickley (1) 1979-1984, 1989 S. Bail (1)
1980- 1993

S. Larson 88)

1999199 B.L Ly b 1erseRac188s B. Kent (1) ‘
. Laurenco . . Ken 5 .
O, Abata (3 1086 1979 el
1082, 1989, 1991 , G Saita () = : . BUSUSNIET
L. L11pare (1) L. Shamber (1) i e
N Knapp SS 990 1989 T
991-199 L. Moore (6) )
J. Rohman (1) 1987-1988, 1990- K. Smith (1)
C. Marron (3 1983 1993 1979
1985-1986, 1988 -
A. Stengel (1) R. Lutz (5) P. Valli (1)
D. Mc C stal éﬁ 1992 1985, 1988-1991 1984
1979- 19
] C. Willen (1) ) J. Wood (1)
B. J. Rlchler (3) 1979 L. Mantasti (5) 19983
1991-1993 1989-1993
Photo Credits
PAGE PHOTO BY LOANED By
2 1. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
3 and 4 Wes Oliver
5 and 6 Skelly Frei
7 I. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
8 Original from Gilbert Frei collection, courtesy of E.S. Lapham from
her book Echoes From the Past, Volume Il.
9 Tom Adams
12 top left |. Meyer Tom Adams
12 top right I. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
12 bottom|. I. Meyer Skelly Frei
14 Jim Jehle
The Tournament Trophies on pages
17,18, 19, 22, 28 Copyright © 1994 by Michael J. Madigan.
21 |. Meyer Skelly Frei
24 I. Meyer ?
25 The Wattecamps Ed Wattecamps
25 Others by |. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
26 Shoreham Team Skelly Frei
Wading River Team |. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
27 1974 Womens Second Doubles Ed Wattecamps
29 1984 Womens Team |. Meyer ?
31 top |. Meyer Ed Wattecamps
31 bottom |. Meyer Skelly Frei
33, 36 John Bates Spectators
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West courts

East courts
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